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The Rapid Response Partnership Vehicle Consortium Awards Project to AstraZeneca for Threat Agnostic Therapeutics Initiative
AstraZeneca was awarded approximately $48.4 million to advance tozorakimab to prevent progression of viral respiratory infections 

Summerville, SC (November 12, 2026) –– The Rapid Response Partnership Vehicle (RRPV) consortium has awarded $48.4 million to AstraZeneca to advance the development of tozorakimab to prevent the progression to acute respiratory distress syndrome (ARDS) in patients hospitalized with severe viral respiratory infection. Funding for this project will support the ongoing TILIA Phase 3 clinical study to evaluate the safety and efficacy of tozorakimab as an add-on to standard of care in patients with viral lung infection requiring supplemental oxygen.
During the Period of Performance, AstraZeneca will complete TILIA Phase 3 clinical study activities and file a Biologics License Application (BLA) for tozorakimab for the prevention of progression to ARDS. AstraZeneca will also perform exploratory analyses of key biomarkers to further characterize tozorakimab’s mechanism of action and to investigate subgroups of patients who are at the highest risk of progressing to ARDS. Together, these efforts aim to deliver a first-in-class and first-in-disease therapeutic that can reduce morbidity and mortality from severe viral respiratory infections.
Tozorakimab is a monoclonal antibody that targets interleukin 33 (IL-33), a host immune factor and key driver of inflammation and immune dysregulation associated with severe viral respiratory infections. Antivirals are often insufficient to prevent progression to severe disease, highlighting the need for a virus-agnostic approach that targets the dysregulated immune response leading to ARDS. To date, there are no available FDA-approved or licensed therapies specifically indicated to prevent the progression to ARDS in hospitalized patients with severe viral respiratory infections.
“This project aims to accelerate the development of therapeutics that strengthen U.S. pandemic preparedness,” said Dr. Mike Stebbins, Senior Vice President for Health Security at Advanced Technology International. “Our RRPV team is proud to support efforts that bolster national health security by helping advance treatments that can prevent patients from progressing to invasive mechanical ventilation or death.”
This project has been supported in whole or in part with federal funds from the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services; Administration for Strategic Preparedness and Response;  Biomedical Advanced Research and Development Authority (BARDA), which oversees the RRPV, under Agreement Number 75A50123D00005. 
To learn more about the award, visit rrpv.org/awards/. 

About Rapid Response Partnership Vehicle  
Managed by Advanced Technology International (ATI), the Rapid Response Partnership Vehicle (RRPV) is a 10-year, multi-purpose ecosystem supporting the Biomedical Advanced Research and Development Authority (BARDA) in its mission to accelerate medical countermeasure (MCM) product and technology development to address evolving threats, including pandemic influenza, emerging infectious diseases and other chemical, biological, radiological, and nuclear (CBRN) risks. The consortium brings together government, academia and industry to respond rapidly and effectively to health security threats by convening experts across Medical Technology (MedTech), Vaccines (Vx), Therapeutics (Tx) and Medical Countermeasure Clinical Research Centers (MCCRC). To learn more, visit RRPV.org, and stay connected by following RRPV on LinkedIn and BlueSky. 
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